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SUMMARY REPORT

To mark the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2011, a symbolic solidarity walk was
organized by Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP) and United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on December 3, 2011 near Igra University Islamabad.

Person with different spheres of life addressed the participants of walk, Dr. Kozue kay Nagata
representative of (UNESCO) in her address said that disabled persons are highly talented agents
for social transformation .As a member of the international community, the Government of
Pakistan’s action to ratify the CRPD is a significant step forward; however, there are still many
measures to be taken, including the formulation of legislation/act on anti-discrimination. She
also conveyed the message from UN Secretary General on the day.

Mr. Muhammad Atif Sheikh, President STEP also addressed, in his addressed he said disability
and poverty are intertwined. In fact, the qualitative evident suggests that disabled people are
significantly poor in developing countries, and more so than non-disabled counterpart. Many
people with disabilities are denied education or jobs, the disorder may require chronic health
care and these in turn drain the scarce household resources. "Unless disabled people are
brought into the development mainstream, it will be impossible to cut poverty in half by 2015
or to give every girl and boy the chance to achieve a primary education by the same date which
are key among the Millennium Development Goals agreed to by more than 180 world leaders
at the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000."

Ms. Lucie Dechifre from Handicap International appreciated the effort and ensured that in
disaster affected areas of Pakistan disabled persons will be involved in the processes of
rebuilding the infrastructure and all kinds of development interventions.

Observance of the Day globally provides opportunities for participation by all stakeholders —
Governments, the UN system, civil society and organizations of persons with disabilities — to
focus on issues related to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development, both as
beneficiaries and agents.

600 persons with disabilities, people from all spheres of society, representatives of
Government, International development organizations, representatives of UN agencies joined
the event. Among the other partners such as Sightsavers, Handicap International, British
Council, Telenor Pakistan, Igra University, YFP (Youth for Peace) and Sayya Association
supported the walk. .

A memorandum from the participants urging the representation of disabled persons at policy
making level and requesting the reforms for inclusive education was handed over to Ministry of
Law and Justice followed by the launching of a nationwide ‘Ramp Campaign’.



MEMORANDUM

Special Talent Exchange Program (STEP) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) join the global community in celebrating December 3, 2011 as the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities. This year's theme for December 3 is "Together for
a Better World for All: Including Persons with Disabilities in Development.” STEP and UNESCO in
collaboration with other partners such as Sightsavers, Handicap International, British Council,
Telenor Pakistan, YFP (Youth for Peace) and Sayya Association and all participants of this
solidarity walk supports this theme and believes that international development agencies and
organizations must be inclusive of people with disabilities when determining policy and
allocating project resources and Government of Pakistan will ensure inclusive approaches in
policies.

Today, there are an estimated one billion people globally with disabilities-about 15 percent of
the world's population. 80% of people with disabilities in the world today live in developing
countries. The World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank's recent World Report on
Disability highlights these findings, and the report asserts that people with disabilities are less
likely to have access to education, health care services, employment, transportation services,
and information.

Addressing these disparities requires international cooperation. Government of Pakistan and
international development organizations, have made significant strides in incorporating
disability on a policy level. But these World Report figures indicate that work remains before
people with disabilities can fully benefit from aid organizations' initiatives.

We the organizers, partners and participants join with the world disability community in
solidarity for the advancement of development inclusion and human rights protections, and
recommend:

1. To develop a mechanism for implementation and monitoring of recently ratified
convention on the rights of persons with the disabilities by government of Pakistan
in June 2011, and such mechanisms should have representation and voices of DPOs
and PWDS of Pakistan.

2. To enact legislation for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities,
particularly to ensure accessibility in the physical environment, education and
accessible information and communication technology.



3. To have representation of persons with disabilities in Parliament review the national
policy for persons with disabilities 2002 to adapt the recommendations of
Convention of Persons with Disabilities & CBR guidelines of WHO/UNESCO/ILO. A
new strategic plan (national plan of action) is desirable at this stage.

As we look ahead into the next year, we encourage development actors to build stronger
connections to real disability experts-people with disabilities themselves. Disabled people's
organizations and other allies can help expand disability inclusion, participation, and leadership
in the development sector. Development initiatives must listen to the voices of the 1 billion
global citizens with disabilities in order to build a just and inclusive world.




PROGRAM

Time 11.00 a.m

Location |

Igra University H-9 Islamabad

Agenda for Walk

Activity

Gathering/registration
Public Speeches

Dr. Kozue Kay Nagat, UNESCO

Mr. Muhammad Atif Sheikh, President STEP

Mr. Nasir Dar, President Sir Syed Deaf Association

Mr. Muhammad Abu Bakar, President Youth for Peace
Mr. Asim Zafar, President Sayya Association

Ms. Nasreen Aziz, President Charagh-e-Manzil Azad
Kashmir

Ms. Lucie Dechifre, Handicap International

Ms. Anjum Rahman, Director Corporate responsibility
Telenor Pakistan

Mr. Ahmed Hassan Mangi, Director Ministry of Human
Rights

Launch of International Ramp Campaign by Tanzila Khan
Vote of thanks by Mr. Ali Shabbar

Handing over Memorandum




PRESS COVERAGE

Express Tribune, December 04, 2011
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Video on SAMAA TV
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Special Talent Exchange Program

Special Talent Exchange Program
724-G, Street 178, G-11/1, Islamabad
Tel: +92 51 2111 331, +92 51 2578 689
Website: www.step.org.pk, email: office@step.org.pk



